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differentiated into (a) reproductive imagination, which recreates
impressions which have been perceived previously. This, when
accompanied by self-consciousness, is practically indistinguishable
from memory, (b) productive imagination which creates impres-
sions. This faculty is active
i. in the amplification of actual impressions j1
ii. in fantasy and day-dreaming;
iii. in deliberate artistic creation.
Corresponding to this empirical faculty, we have also trans-
cendental imagination which differs from it not in the manner of
its operations but simply in the subject-matter with which it works,
which is the pure manifold of space and time as distinct from
empirical data of sense. The precise nature of this operation is
exceedingly difficult to follow, but Kant believes that he has
expounded it in the Schematism and Principles and has proved (a)
that it provides an indispensable link between pure concepts and
pure intuitions, (b) that in the absence of these transcendental
elements empirical thought and empirical self-consciousness would
be impossible.
Up to this point what he wants to maintain is clear enough,
though the arguments by which he supports his view are far from
easy. But there is a more serious difficulty than that of mere
complexity in the doctrine of transcendental imagination which
arises from the dual function which the faculty has to perform.
Imagination, we are told, is a faculty distinct from sense on the
one hand and thought on the other. By its schematizing activity
it provides a necessary link between them. Further, it is capable
of doing this because as a faculty it partakes of the character both
of thought and of sense. Its products are both synthetic ajid
intuitable.
At this point Kant really ceases to speculate about it, although
the resulting situation is clearly unsatisfactory. It admits of
development in two directions, each of which is inconsistent with
Kant's claim to have produced a view by which the requirements
of both rationalism and empiricism are satisfied.
A. It may be argued that Kant's doctrine of imagination really
amounts to an admission that the hard-and-fast distinction
between sense as receptivity and thought as spontaneity has
broken down. The third faculty is nothing more than a deus ex
1 e.g. Hume's missing shade of blue (Treatise, Part I, Sect, i) and many other
instances cited in works on Gestalt psychology.